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ostrich has two without claws; the rhea's
head and neck have feathers, while the
ostrich's are bare; the rhea is about half the
size of the ostrich, and its wings are so small
that they are of no use in flight.
The rhea is found on the plains of South-
ern Brazil, in Uruguay, Paraguay and North-
file_0.wmf


rhea
ern Argentina. The birds live in communi-
ties, and there are two or more females to each
male. The females of each group lay their
eggs in the same nest, and when twenty or
twenty-five eggs have been deposited, the male
sits upon them until they are hatched. After
the hatching he feeds and cares for the young
until they are able to care for themselves.
RHEA. in Greek mythology, the daughter
of Uranus and Ge (Heaven and Earth), sister
and wife of Saturn and mother of Jupiter,
Neptune. Pluto, Vesta, Ceres and Juno. She
was the symbol of the reproductive power of
nature, and to her was often given the name,
"Mother of the Gods," or "Great Mother/'
RHEIMS, or REIMS, reemz, france, a
noted city in the northern part of the repub-
lic formerly a nourishing town of over 120,-
000 inhabitants and the seat of one of the
finest Gothic cathedrals in the world. Bheims
is about 100 miles northeast of Paris, on the
Vesle River. Prom the beginning of the
World War, in 1914, until near its close, the
city .was under bombardment, and when the
armistice came it was largely in ruins. Ris-
ing above,the desolation about it was the
partly-ruined, beautiful thirteenth-century
 Cathedral of Saint Louis, a tragic memorial
of the destruetiveness of modern war. Its
lofty towers, wonderful f agade and rose win-
dow had been the joy of art tourists from all
over the world, while the cathedral itself was
beloved by the French people both for its
religious and for its historic associations.
Here were crowned the kings of France for
over six centuries, and here Joan of Arc
witnessed the coronation of Charles VII, in
1429. Rheims occupied the site of an old
Roman town, and was an important city of
the Frankish kings. It developed into one
of the most picturesque cities in France, and
was important industrially as a wine center
and for its woolen manufactures. The
Cathedral and other buildings in the city
have been largely restored. Population,
,1931, 112,820.
RHETORIC, in its widest sense, the the-
ory of verbal communication, whether spoken
or written. It treats of the general rules of
prose style, in view of the end to be served
by the composition. In a narrower sense,
rhetoric is the art of persuasive speaking, or
the art of the orator, and treats of the com-
position and delivery of discourses intended
to move the feelings or sway the will of
others. In its wider sense, rhetoric treats of
prose composition in general, purity of style,
structure of sentences, figures of speech—in
short, of whatever relates to clearness, pre-
cision, elegance and strength of expression.
It is broader than grammar, which deals
primarily with correctness in sentence struc-
ture, and it is studied later in school life,
sometimes in the first year of high school.
RHEUMATISM. Under this comprehen-
sive term are included a variety of physical
troubles, widely different in origin. All of
them, however, are characterized by exceed-
ingly painful inflammation of joints or mus-
cles. Inflammatory rheumatism, or rheuma-
tic fever, is a form in which the joints are af-
fected. It is now regarded as an infectious
disease. Some authorities believe that a spe-
cific germ is the cause, but the majority hold
that it results from toxins produced by dis-
eased tonsils or other infection. This disease
attacks both children and adults, but the
symptoms vary considerably with the age of
the patient. Severe pain and high fever
characterize most cases occurring in adults,
but the disease is seldom fatal unless the
heart becomes involved. Heart complications
are much more common with children than

